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BOULARDERIE MAMMOWARRIORS
A Caring Spirit – An Island Within An Island
The Jack Yazer Caring Spirit Award has
been presented to some incredible
philanthropists, volunteers and communityminded Cape Bretoners over the past six
years. This year, a group who resides on
an island within an island, the Boularderie
MammoWarriors, received this prestigious
award which was created to honour the
late Jack Yazer and recognize community
contributions to healthcare.
The MammoWarriors have raised more than
$208,000 for the Cancer Patient Care Fund
since they started fundraising in 2011. In fact,
last year, 1 in 11 of the cancer patients who
received support from the Cancer Patient Care
Fund, was supported from this group. The team
raised more than $30,000 in 2018 alone.
Last year, 45-60 cancer patients were in need of financial support every single month. These patients
were facing nearly insurmountable financial struggles as a result of their diagnosis and the Boularderie
MammoWarriors were hard at work fundraising in our community to ensure those patients could focus
on wellness, not finances.
With one of the most spirited Dragon Boat teams in the Cape Breton Unionized Trade Dragon Boat
Festival every year, the Boularderie MammoWarriors are a true example of what it means to support
community and to give back.
The group was thrilled to receive the Jack Yazer Caring Spirit Award. Jack Yazer led a group of
community leaders to develop a vision for what is now the Cape Breton Regional Hospital. The
Boularderie MammoWarriors join a select and exclusive group of award recipients such as: Jack Yazer,
Father Albert Maroun, Caleb’s Courage, Cape Breton Beverages, Nustar Energy and the Cape Breton
Unionized Trade Dragon Boat Festival to name a few.

WE ALL HAVE
REASONS TO GIVE

LEIGH ANNE IS HOME

Thanks to Generosity of a Community, Leigh-Anne Can be Close to Home
Leigh-Anne Cox is warrior. At 13 years old, she’s a prime example of a fighter who evokes the hero in all of us.
On July 14 of 2017, a tumor was found in Leigh-Anne’s femur, and she was immediately thrust into a world
of doctor’s appointments, tests and procedures. It was determined that Leigh-Anne had cancer, metastatic
osteosarcoma which, by the time it was discovered, had metastasized to her lungs, but she was resilient and
strong. Leigh-Anne refused to let it take her down and she battled the disease head-on. After months of trips
off island, chemotherapy, surgeries and serious bouts of nausea and discomfort, Leigh-Anne was on the road to
recovery.
Flash forward to the fall of 2018 and Leigh-Anne was dealt a devastating blow that the disease had come back.
Given the choice between traveling back and forth off-island again, or receiving her treatment at home, in Caleb’s
Superhero Suite, Leigh-Anne chose home. This resilient, beautiful and inspiring 13-year-old is able to have care
close to home with her best friend - her Mom, her grandparents, her dad and her friends by her side because of
Cape Breton’s generosity.
Not everyone has the chance to focus on their wellbeing and strength in their home community, but Leigh-Anne
can - because of your kindness and commitment to strengthening healthcare at home.
Without the giving spirit of Cape Breton, the resources and the options wouldn’t be here for Leigh-Anne and for
the other kids fighting the hardest battle of their lives. Leigh-Anne is still battling, still fighting harder every single
day, but she has everyone she loves nearby to fight with her.

To learn more about how you can support the Caleb’s Courage Fund,
supporting critically ill children and their families in Cape Breton, visit: www.becauseyoucare.ca

Photography courtesy
of John Ratchford

NEW BOARD CHAIR
Stan MacDonald, Cancer Survivor
and Community Leader
A personal connection is often the best reason to get
involved. Stan MacDonald joined the Cape Breton Regional
Hospital Foundation in 2014 as a Board member, becoming
treasurer, Vice Chair and most recently Chair of the Board
in March 2019. Stan’s reasons for giving back are important
to him, but also to his community. As a former cancer
patient Stan understands the importance of receiving
treatment at home. While undergoing important and
life-saving treatment, Stan tells us that, “Staying home for
chemotherapy and radiation treatments and being close to
family and staying in my own bed,” was an essential part of
his recovery.
Understanding the value of healthcare at home, as a result
of a community’s generosity, was the motivation to become
more involved in strengthening healthcare as a board
member of the Foundation.
“Having a first rate Cancer Center in Cape Breton is essential
to my community,” Stan tells us. “I’m incredibly excited
with the news that our Cancer Center will more than
double its footprint when the expansion is complete.”
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BE A HEALTHCARE HERO
Purchase a Healthcare Hero Badge,
Strengthen Healthcare – at home

YOU can be a Healthcare Hero by supporting our Healthcare Hero
Point of Sale Program. Purchase a Healthcare Hero badge at one of
many community locations in Cape Breton, and you will be helping to
strengthen healthcare in Cape Breton.
To learn how your business can support the Healthcare Hero Program, call Cheryl: 902-563-8585

MEMBERTOU BREAST CANCER SURVIVORS
COMMITMENT TO EDUCATION, GROWTH, AND GIVING BACK

Early in 2019, a call came to the Foundation from Tom MacNeil, medical social worker in the Cape Breton Cancer
Centre. “I have a wonderful group of women who want to make a very generous donation, they’re all breast cancer survivors.”
We were shocked when they came in with their remarkable gift.
For the past 21 years, the Membertou Breast Cancer Survivors have been
providing cancer survivors in their community with educational and medical
resources to better understand, fight and heal from their cancer. The group
spent years fundraising to ensure they could attend conferences and offer
support to those in need.
After more than two decades of serving the community and providing
opportunities to heal, the group wanted to give back. The group, made
up of all breast cancer survivors, made three community donations, one of
which was to the Cancer Patient Care Fund in the amount of $10,000.
The fund, which helps with the financial burden of a cancer diagnosis,
disbursed more than $363,000 back to cancer patients in 2018 alone and
more than $2,000,000 since 2005. Thanks to this wonderful and caring group of survivors, other cancer patients, who
unfortunately follow in their footsteps of a diagnosis, will have access to funds to help when they need it the most.

If you wish to receive newsletters and Foundation updates by email,
please send an email Foundation.CB@nshealth.ca to let us know.
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